DEUTERONOMY

JUDGES, WITNESSES, AND JUSTICE

The book of Deuteronomy was composed in the seventh century B.C., some six
centuries after the exodus from Egypt. Written as though it were a last speech of
Moses advising the people how to govern themselves as they entered the land of
Canaan, Deuteronomy reflects the new problems faced by the Hebrews who had
already established a kingdom and lived in a settled urban society. In presenting
their reform program, the authors of Deuteronomy linked their message to the
authority of Moses. The central theme of these verses is the attainment of justice.

18 “You shall appoint judges and officers in all
your towns which the LORD your Ged gives you,
according to your tribes; and they shall judge
the people with righteous judgment. *You shall
not pervert justice; you shall not show partial-
ity; and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe
blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the
cause of the righteous. *Justice, and only jus-
tice, you shall follow, that you may live and in-
herit the land which the LORD your God gives
you.” (Deuteronomy 16)

15 “A single witness shall not prevail against a
man for any crime or for any wrong in connection
with any offence that he has committed; only on
the evidence of two witnesses, or of three wit-
nesses, shall a charge be sustained. “If a malicious
witness rises against any man to accuse him of
wrongdoing, “then both parties to the dispute
shall appear before the LORD, before the priests
and the judges who are in office in those days; “the
judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness
is a false witness and has accused his brother
falsely, “then you shall do to him as he had meant
to do to his brother; so you shall purge che evil
from the midst of you.” (Deuteronomy 19)

15 “You shall not give up to his master a slave
who has escaped from his master to you; “he
shall dwell with you, in your midst, in the place
which he shall choose within one of your towns,
where it pleases him best; you shall not oppress
him.” (Deuteronomy 23)

14 "“You shall not oppress a hired servant who
is poor and needy, whether he is one of your
brethren or one of the sojourners who are in your
land within your towns; "you shall give him his
hire on the day he earns it, before the sun goes
down (for he is poor, and sets his heart upon it);
lest he cry against you to the LORD, and it be sin
in you.

16 “The fathers shall not be put to death for
the children, nor shall the children be put to
death for the fathers; every man shall be put to
death for his own sin.

17 “You shall not pervert the justice due
to the sojourner or to the fatherless, or take a
widow’s garment in pledge; "*bur you shall re-
member that you were a slave in Egypt and the
LorD your God redeemed you from there; there-
fore I command you to do this.

19 “When you reap your harvest in your
field, and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you
shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow; that
the LORD your God may bless you in all
the work of your hands. *When you beat
your olive trees, you shall not go over the
boughs again; it shall be for the sojourner, the
fatherless, and the widow. *When you gather
the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean
it afterward; it shall be for the sojourner, the
fatherless, and the widow. *You shall remem-
ber that you were a slave in the land of
Egypt; therefore I command you to do this.”
(Deuteronomy 24)



