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to be a white man, All of us have suffered here, in this country, politi-
Cal oppression at the hands_of the white man economic expioita-
‘Hon at the hands of the white man, and social degradation at the
-~hands of the whitgﬁﬂgn.

' .-'_1 72. Malcolm XI, The Ballot or the Bullet (1964) .

' "Source: Malcolm X: “The Ballot or the Bullet” (1964). Mallculm X Spea?cs,.
- George Breitman, ed., (New York, 1966), pp. 23—44. Reprinted by permission ;
" . -of Pathfinder Press.

- Now in speaking like this, it doesn’t mean that we're anti-white,
“but it does mean we're antimexpﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁgaéﬁ:éﬂ', we're
-~ anti-oppression. And if the white man doesn't want us to be anti-him,
':' letphim s10p oppressing and exploifing and degrading us. Whether
‘we are Christians or Muslims or nationalists or agnostics or athe-
ists, wgmg&l‘ﬁriwﬂgm@gg}iur differences. If we have differ
-ences, let us differ in the closet; when we come out in front, let usnot o
ave anything to argue about until we get finished arguing withthe = %w@" v
man. If the late President Kennedy could get together with Khrush- ¥
"_cjm_xgg}@_gggjpme wheat, we certainly have more in con}mon

B One of the most controversial ﬁgufes to emerge in the 19 Bos,.Ma_dco“i_m

"X was born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebrasi'ga, in 1925. Whilein |

o ..prison in the 19405, he embraced the Nation of islam, o1 Black Mus— - k

| lims, and dropped his last name, replacing it with X to symbolize black -

- Americans’ loss of thelr African heritage. After his release: he emerged -

©7 - -asafiery advocate of black nationaiisnj and rac1a.l separapor}, azd he |

_ B rejected the civil rights movement’s advocacy of.mtegranon and non-
" violence. Blacks had the right, he insisted, to claim freedam by any

. - .

me]j;l Z;;iij;sjg‘é;, when he delivered this speechin Cleveland, Malco"l;n

. -merokenwv;:ith the Nation of Is}am._‘and begun fo f_ﬂ?ﬁfﬁ?jbﬁﬁéﬁa of

working with white allies. He still insistéd that {He civil rights movement

vith each other than Kennedy and Khrushchey had with eacf%her.
“If we don’t do something real soon, I think you'll have to agree

“that we’re going to be forced either to use the ballot or the bullet. It’s
“one or the other in 1964.

Tun out!

1964 threatens to be the most ekplosive year America has ever
witnessed. The most explosive year. Why? It’s also a political year. R
f.'It’s the year when all of the white politicians will be back in the so- m;w%‘
called Negro community Jiving you and ree for some votes, The year g
‘when all of the white political crooks will be right back in yourand \é

Ty community with their false promises, buildin gupourhopesfor -
aletdown, with their trickery and their treachery, with their false

promises which they don’t intend to keep. As they nourish these
dissatisfactions, it can only lead to one thing, an explosion; and now

e have the type of black man on the scene in America today ..

who just doesn’t intend to turn the other cheek any longer....
"’”“"‘é'"&?é"ﬁ“ﬁéﬁff"&an, not even a student of politics; in fact, I'm nota’

student of much of anything. P'm not a Democrat. 'm notaRepubli- ~ - . -
can,and L don't even consider myselfan American. IfyouandTwere, 4 -
Americans, there’d be no problem. . -.‘:«EX@EXEE%ES}EEECame out of

B ——— e

Itisn’t that time is running out—iime has

it was less a call for violence than a warning thati f blacks did not soo:fl -
" ohtain equality, violence was certain to follow. Malcolm X was assassi-

nated by members of the Nation of Islam in 1965. But he became an m{'é%
*Jectual founding father of the Black Power movement of the late 19608...

AitH b.U ¢ I'M sTILL 2 Muslim, 'mnot here toi?ig.ht t’o"discuSs.m
religion. I'm not here to try and changt-e your religion. I'm Tl(?% ir}er_
‘to argue or discuss anything that we differ about, ?)e.cause 1%
" for us to submerge our differences and realize that it is best _f_gg&}mls i
. %rst see that we have the same problem, a common prqbiem, g p_r_ci
. i}m that will make you catch hell whether you're a Baptist, __Q@{I\./Iet_h
_ .: ndiq%w—m— aMuslim, or a nationalist. Whether you're educateq :
" illiterate, whether you live on the boulevard or in the alley,-y@l .
-going to catch hell justlike Iam. We're all in the same ba_at az;lé We;

" are going to catch the same hell from the same man. He just happ
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" Europe, every blue-eyed thing, is already an American. And égw,lgpg" Justified in seeking civil rights, if it means equality - of opportunity,
-"as and I have been over here, we aren’t Americans yet. : because all we're doing there is trying to collect for our investment.

Well, I am one who doesn’t believe in deludmg myself, I'm not " Our mothers and fathers invested sweat and blood. Three hundred

going o sit at your table and watch you eat, with nothing on my plat and ten years we worked in this counir eran
and call myself a diner. Sitting at the table doesn’t make you a diner, - ~mean without a dime in return. .
- unless you eat some of what's on that plate. Being here in Americ -~ When we begin to get in th1s area, we need new friends, we need
* doesn’t make you an American. Being born here in America doesn’t ~ new allies. We need to expand the civil-rights struggle to a hxgher BT
.13:@1{@ vou an American. Why, if birth made you American, you level-—to the level of human rights. Whenever you are in a civil- Tights »’%‘
- wouldn't need any legislation; you wouldn't need any amendments struggle, whether y you know it or not, you are confining vourself to the

* to the Constitution: you wouldn’t be faced with civil-rights filibus: jurisdiction of Uncle Sam.... When you expand the civil-rights strug-
- “tering in Washington, D.C., right now. ... : _‘gleto the level of human rights, you can then take the case of the black

No, I'm not an American. I'm one of the 22 million blac_jeopie" '_.man in this country before the nations in the UN, You can take it
ww the victims of Americanism. Une of the 22 million black

o people who are the victims of democracy nothing but dlsgmse& ~court..

an Amerlcan ni ghtmare

i sh%a(%nmhe cotton patch Jou should get back in the alle

- pretation, a broader interpretation. We need to Jook at this givilrights
thing from another angle—{rom the inside as well as from the otit-

. side. Tg those of us whose philosophy is black nationalisim, the only
“way vou can get inveolved in the civil-rights struggle is give ita new'f

. "..ig_tghrﬂpretation. That old interpretation exciuded us.... Well, We’I:ef

‘hypocrisy. So, I'm not standing here speaking to you as an Ameri Black pebp}e ate fed up with the dillydallying, pussyfooting, com' -

can, or a patriot, or a flag-saluter, or a flag-waver—no, not L I'm’ promising approach that we've been using toward geiting our free-

' .,speakmg as a victim of this American system. And I see Americ ' S dormn. We want freedom now, but we're not going to get it saying “We

through the eyes of the victim. I dow't see any American dream; T se¢ ~ Shall Overcome We’ve got to fight until we overcome. . .. Brothers

are and sisters, always remember, if it doesn't take senators and con-
Soit’stime in 1964 to wake up. And when you see them comzng up ‘gressmen and presidential proclamations to give freedom to the

- with that kind of conspiracy, let them know your eyes are open. And white man, it is not necessary for legislation or proclamation or

~ let them know you—somethin g else that’s wide open too. It's gott - Supreme Court decisions to give freedom to the black man. You let

be the ballot or the bullet. The bailot or the builet. If you're afraid to ‘that white man know, if this is a country of freedom, letit be a coun-
use an expression like that, you should geton  out of the couﬁf{i you ‘try of freedom; and if it’s not a country of freedom, change it.

They get all the Negro vote, and after they getit, the Negro gets noth-

Questions
inginreturn..

S, where do we go from here? First, we need some friends. We need " 1. How does Malcolm ¥’ language and outlook differ from that of Kingin -
- some new alligs, The entire civil-rights struggle needs a new inter- ‘the previous chapter?

" 2. Why does Malcolm X believe the civil rights movement needs 2 “new =~
‘interpretation”?




