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“The Sixties, -1960—'196'8'

The civil rights revolution, soon followed by the rise of the New Left,
" 'ingpired other Americans to voice their grievances and claim their rights.
"Most farreaching in its impact on American society was the emergence of
" the “second wave” of feminism. A key catalyst in the public reawakening
" of ferninist consciousness was the publication in 1663 of Betty Friedan’s

The Peminine Mystigue. At a time when the number of women atiending
college was expanding rapidly, her book painted a devastating picture of

“talented women trapped in a world that viewed marriage and maotherhood
as their primary goals. Somehow, after more than a century of agitation
for access to the public sphere, and half a century after winning the right

to vote, women's lives still centered on the home,

- In 1966, Friedan was the leading figure in the creation of the National

Organization for Women (NOW), dedicated to combating the inequali-
. ties that afflicted women in the workplace, legal system, politics, and

education. Although the Statement of Purpose called for 2 more equita-

" Ble division of labor within the family, NOW’s main focus lay in the

public realm. It was soon joined by more radical organizations that tar-

geted inequalities in private life. Since 1966, NOW has been instrumen-

tal in winning legal gains for women. Today, it has over half a million
members.

“We, MEN AND women who hereby constitute ourselves as the
National Qrganization for Women, beljeve that the time has come
' “for a new movement toward true equality for all women in Amer-
_' “ica, and toward a fully equal partnership of the sexes, as part of the
world-wide revolution of human rights now taking place within
- .and beyond our national borders. ...

NOW is dedicated to the proposition that women, first and fore-
most, are human beings, who, like all other people in our society,

- ‘must have the chance to develop their fullest human potential. We
- belteve that women can achieve such equality only by accepting to

the full the challenges and responsibilities they share with ail other

~* people in our society, as part of the decision-making mainstream of
- ‘American political, economic and social life.
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We organize to initiate or support action, nationally, or in any -°
partofthisnation, by individualsor organizations, to break through
the silken curtain of prejudice and discrimination against women -
in government, industry, the professions, the churches, the political
parties, the judiciary, the lzbor unions, in education, science, medi-

-cine, law, religion and every other field of importance in American

quence full-time women workers today earn on the average only
 60% of what men earn, and that wage gap has been increasing over
the past twenty-five years in every major industry group. In 1964, of
all women with a yearly income, 89% earned under $5,000 a year;
- half of all full-time year round women workers earned less than

' '_'$3,690; only 1.4% of full-time year round women workers had an
“society. - -annual income of $10,000 or more. ... In all the professions consid-
Enormous changes taking place in our society make it both pos- - ered of importance to society, and in the executive ranks of indus-

sible and urgently necessary to advance the unfinished revolution
of women toward true equality, now. With a life span lengthened to

‘nearly 75 yearsitisno longer either necessary or possible for women _

_to devote the greater part of their lives to child-rearing; yet child-

‘bearing and -rearing which continues to be a most important part
of most women’s lives—still is used to justify barring women from °

“equal professional and economic participation and advance.

- Today's technology has reduced most of the productive chores
which women once performed in the home and in mass-production -
-~ industries based upon routine unskilled labor. This same technol- .

© ogy has virtually eliminated the quality of muscular strength as a
criterion for filling most jobs, while intensifying American indus-

try’s need for creative intelligence. In view of this new industrial
revolution created by automation in the mid-twentieth century,
women can and must participate in old and new fields of society in

full equality—or become permanent outsiders.

- - Despiteallthe tatk about the status of American women in recent -
~ years, the actual position of women in the United States has
declined, and is declining, to an alarming degree throughout the -
1950’ and 60's. Although 46.4% of all American women between
' _the ages of 18 and 65 now work outside the home, the overwhelm. ©
' ing majority—75%—are in routine clerical, sales, or factory jobs, or

B they are household workers, cleaning women, hospital attendants. _

- -About two-thirds of Negro women workers are in the lowest paid
© service occupations. Working women are becoming increasingly—
~“not less—concentrated on the bottom of the job ladder. As a conse-

~try and government, women are losing ground, Where they are
. present itis only a token handful. Women comprise less than 19% of

federal judges; less than 4% of all fawyers; 7% of doctors. Yet women
- represent 51% of the U.S. population. . ..

Untii now, too few women’s organizations and official spokesmen
g

~have been willing to speak out against these dangers facing women.
- Too many women have been restrained by the fear of being called
_“feminist.” There is no civil rights movement to speak for women,

as there has been for Negroes and other victims of discrimination.
The National Organization for Women must therefore begin to speak.
- We believe that this nation has a capacity at least as great as other

* hations, to innovate new social institutions which will enable

women to enjoy the true equality of opportunity and responsibility

-in society, without conflict with their responsibilities as mothers
and homemakers. In such innovations, America does not lead the

Western world, but lags by decades behind many European coun-

“tries. We do not accept the traditional assumption that a woeman

~ has to choose between marriage and motherhood, on the one hand,
-and serious participation in industry or the professions on the
- other.... Above all, we reject the assumption that these problems
- are the unique responsibility of each individual woman, rather
‘than a basic social dilemma which society must solve. True equal-
ity of opportunity and freedom of choice for women requires such

* practical, and possible innovations as a nationwide network of
child-care centers, which will make it unnecessary for women to

- retire completely from society until their children are grown, and
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national programs to provide retraining for women who have che-
sen to care for their children full-time....

We believe that a true partnership between the sexes demands a
different concept of marriage, an equitable sharing of the Tesponsi-
bilities of home and children and of the economic burdens of their
support. We believe that proper recognition should be given 10 the
economic and social value of homemaking and child-care.

Questions

1. Why does NOW believe that the status of women is declining,-hot.:
improving?

" 3. How does the document define freedom for women?




